How are People Protecting The Antarctic Environment?
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Antarctic Claims And Agreements
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There were many disagreements about entitlements to
Antarctic land claims and disputes over borders prior to
1945. Eventually seven nations claimed territory in
Antarctica: Australia, Chile, Great Britain, France, New
Zealand and Norway.
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Antarctic continent or the surrounding Antarctic Islands.
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The first Antarctic Treaty was signed on the 1st of
December 1959 and officially came into force on the 23rd
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Belgium, Chile, France, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, South
Africa, the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and the
United States of America.
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The following protocols were signed in order to support the Antarctic Treaty and ensure
that Antarctica remains a natural reserve devoted to peace and science.

* Agreed Measures for the Conservation of
Antarctic Fauna and Flora (signed 1964,
enforced 1982)

*The Convention for the Conservation of
Antarctic Marine Living Resources (1982)

* The Convention on the Regulation of
Antarctic Mineral Resource Activities (signed
in 1988, not in force)



The Protocol on Environmental Protection
to the Antarctic Treaty

This treaty was signed on the 4th of October 1991
and became enforced on the 14th of January 1998.

This agreement:

* protects the flora and fauna of Antarctica and
prevents marine pollution.

* prevents all activities related to mineral resources,
except scientific study.



What recommendations would you make to the following committees?

® The International Whaling Commission (IWC)
® The Committee For Environmental Protection (CEP)

® The Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting (ATCM)




