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Choosing Vivid Verbs

Think carefully about the
words you choose for your
writing. Words create
powerful images in your
reader’s mind.

For example, you could say
that a polar bear‘walked’
across the ice sheet. If you
choose a different word it

can create a different image.

What other verbs would be
suitable substitutions for
the word ‘walked’?

The polar bear walked across the ice sheet.

ambled
lumbered
charged

Studyladder



A Small Group Discussion
Activity:

Print a Studyladder ‘Movement Verbs Sorting Cards’ sheet.
Cut out the cards and distribute a small bundle of the words

to each group.

Group members discuss the types of movements listed on
the cards.

® What types of animals might move this way?
® Are they quick movements or slow movements?

® Group the cards according to similar types of movements.

® Place the cards in order from slowest to fastest.

Groups choose a member to report back to the class to share
their findings.




