
Taking Responsibility
Discussion Questions:

1) How long does rubbish take to decompose in land�ll?
2) What are the implications of these facts?
3) How can we build a better future?



How long to these products take to decompose in land�ll?
Rank them from the smallest amount of time to the largest amount of time.

plywood

plastic bottle

banana skin

newspaper

wool socks

polystyrene 
foam cup

glass bottle

cigarette butt

aluminium can

�shing line

plastic bag

orange peel



plywood

newspaper

plastic bottlebanana skin

orange peel

wool socks

polystyrene 
foam cup

glass bottle

cigarette butt

aluminium can �shing line

plastic bag

about 1 
month

about 2-5 
months

about 6 
months

about 1-5 
years

about 80-100 
years

about 1-3 
years

about 10-12 
years

about 10-20 
years

millions of 
years

never 
decomposes

about 600 
years

about 450 
years



We are responsible for the 
rubbish we produce. 

How can we reduce the 
amount of materials going to 

land�ll each year?


